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ABSTRACT

CSR activities of banks in Bangladesh were brought under the
regulatory scope in 2008 when Bangladesh Bank (BB) issued policy
guidance on mainstreaming CSR in banks. Following this guidance, a
regulatory reporting framework was circulated in 2010 and a
performance report on “gender equality” was introduced in 2011 for
banks. In 2014, another indicative guideline was issued following
which a revised regulatory reporting framework was circulated in
2015. For assessing the level of their effectiveness, objective
comparative analysis has been made in this paper between
‘International Standards’ for benchmarking the CSR performance of
institutions and the ‘Regulatory Reporting Framework’ of BB on CSR.
This study uses an exploratory approach, which helps to generate some
new insight, may then be taken as a basis for further theoretical
development or for a reexamination of existing theories. As per BB
prioritization, this study evaluates the regulatory reporting framework
with the GRI standards and Equator Principles (EP) for the adaptation
by banks, along with relevant guidelines, journals, articles etc. The
paper intends to propose some ‘doable’ for banks and regulators for
uplifting regulatory reporting framework on CSR to the level of
international standards. From the comparative analysis, it is found that
the concept of and format used for CSR reporting is still not totally
attuned with international standards.
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